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A New Vision for 
the Sorek Basin



The Sorek River is the largest, richest 
and most important natural resource 

in the heart of Israel



A New Vision for
The Sorek Valley
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Ecological
Corridor



A Region of Conflict

A Basin of Opportunities

Beit Shemesh City Religious Industrial Religions

Mate Yehuda Rural Secular Agriculture



“It is easy to find god 
when you look at nature”
Neima Marcus, Beit Shemesh



Historic Opportunity to make a 
significant transformation on a 
national level
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More than 
60%

of Israel’s 
population

Live within a 
one hour drive 
from the site
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“ If you pull 
this off, you 
will change 

the geography 
of Israel ”



3.0 million sqm development
4600 housing units 

Beit 
Shemesh

2020
130,000

2030
250,000

2050
350,000



THREATS

TIME IS NOT ON OUR SIDE
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רופצמה ךותמ טבמ– הימדה

A Vision for future generations – a natural retreat to escape city life 



A Vision for The City of 
Beit Shemesh
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This hydrological and ecological intervention enhances 
biodiversity, while preventing  floods in the Beit Shemesh vicinity.
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An urban Haven that protects the 
river from untreated urban runoff 
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A Visitors / Educational Center – Here is where we begin with the community
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We will transform the 
valley and the basin to 
a biospheric region 



a powerful 
icon of 

nature in an 
agricultural 

context



Imagine the Hula Reserve,
in the heart of Israel





SOREK RIVER TEAM
Sorek Lahish Drainage Authority: 
Chair Danny Moravia, CEO Shalom Yifrach, Eng. Boaz Cohen

Team Leader, Studio Urbanof:
Leor Lovinger

Project Management:
E.D. Rahat Engineering Coordination and Management

Landscape Architecture:
Studio Urbanof, Leor Lovinger, Carmel Merhav

Community &Public Participation:
Dr. Ahuva Windsor

Environmental Education Programs and ReachoutGreenstep, 
Nadav Gopher

Ecology:
The Nature Protection Agency, Amir Balaban

Eco Hydrology & Spatial Planning:
Uri Moran

Tourism:
Dr. Shahar Shilo

Financial Consulting 
Gady Rozental

Social & Economic Surveying:
Ran Raviv

Urban Sustainability:
Dr. Orly Ronen



Agmon Hefer, Emek Hefer Valley, 2017The Nili & David Jerusalem Bird Observatory, 2008 

Mandel Foundation Living Roof – Largest in the Middle East, 2020The Gazelle Valley, Jerusalem, 2015



Partnerships and Funding

Israel Land Authority: 
Public Land Fund

Sorek Lahish Drainage Authority:
Out of pocket

Ministry of Agriculture :
Support urban resilience downhill

National Water Authority:
Support Reservoir to recharge the aquifer

KKL –JNF : 
NP 22 

Israel Nature and Parks Authority:
Support the ecological corridors

Ministry of Environmental Protection:
Support Ecological Design & Biodiversity

Ministry of Housing  & Israel Land Authority:
Studio Urbanof, Leor Lovinger, Carmel Merhav



THANK YOU!
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